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Grad Resources: Dr. Eli D. Mercer is CEO of Grad Resources, a 
faith-based organization serving the personal, emotional, and 
spiritual needs of 3.25 million grad students in America. Grad school 
is hard. It puts a major strain on finances, relationships, faith, and 
health. We build community among grad students, faculty, 
researchers, and employers to empower grad students and their 
families to overcome challenges, heal past times of crisis, and build 
healthy community to help one another to flourish and grow. 
 

Professional Experience: Eli has been leading founding teams, investors, and governing 
boards to found and grow successful for-profit and non-profit ventures in the US, Europe, and 
Latin America for over 30 years. He is very active in the Texas startup community focused on 
raising capacity. He has founded and scaled his own successful service businesses with global 
reach and high impact business models including: Kingdom Ecosystems, Genesis Consulting, 
3DiLabs, The Colony.nl, and Gateway Austin. He spent 5 years in corporate venturing and 
market development in telecom with GTE and Verizon Information Services in the late 90’s and 
early 2000’s in the US and Mexico. He later spent 17 years in higher education, bringing 
practical applied knowledge and experience to entrepreneurial education. He was founding 
General Manager of the Center for Global Entrepreneurship at Thunderbird in Arizona, Clinical 
Professor of Entrepreneurship and Marketing at McCombs School of Business and Manager of 
Tech Transfer and Commercialization Programs at IC2 Institute at the University of Texas at 
Austin, and Dean of Technology, Health, and Business at Tarrant County College in Texas.    
 
Education: Eli holds a Doctor of Education (EdD) from Kansas State University focused on 
Leadership and Adult Learning. His dissertation is on the role of Workforce (Talent) in Regional 
Economic Development Ecosystems (REDE’s). He holds a Master of Business Administration 
(MBA) in International Management from Thunderbird School of Global Management, with 
specializations in Entrepreneurship (Global Start-up and Expansion) and Global Business 
Intelligence, a Master of Science in Technology Commercialization (MSTC) from the University 
of Texas at Austin, and a Bachelor of Arts (BA) in International Business, Spanish, French, and 
German from the University of Texas at Arlington. He has attended advanced course studies 
and attained academic and professional certifications in the US, Mexico, Spain, Germany, 
France, Costa Rica, Singapore, China, India, Indonesia, and the United Arab Emirates.  
 
Research: The bulk of Dr. Mercer’s work and body of research are centered on entrepreneurial 
ecosystems, innovation ecosystems, and regional economic development ecosystems 
(REDE’s). However, in 2019, he felt called to quit what he was doing and serve the Lord 
fulltime. He then began to engage Christian leaders in Kingdom ecosystem development to use 
the tools, methodologies, and lessons learned in the global marketplace to bring about improved 
quality of life and greater levels of human flourishing both locally and globally. What a blessing! 
 
Personal: Eli, wife Hannah, and daughter Samantha Rose, live in North Richland Hills, Texas. 
They love their city and enjoy a robust church and family life. The Mercers actively support the 
arts, entrepreneurship, and faith communities in Tarrant County and work closely with local 
leaders to measurably improve quality of life for all people who live, work, and play here. 
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